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CHAPTER 4
An Act to amend
the Child and Family Services Act, 1984
and certain other Acts in relation
to Adoption Disclosure
Assented to February 3rd, 1987
HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as
follows:
1. Paragraph 5 of subsection 3 (1) of the Child and Family
Services Act, 1984^ being chapter 55, is repealed and the fol-
lowing substituted therefor:
5. "Board" means the Child and Family Services
Review Board continued under Part IX (Licensing).
2. Clause 130 (1) (a) of the said Act is repealed.
3. Subclause 131 (4) (a) (iii) of the said Act is repealed and
the following substituted therefor:
(iii) to obtain non-identifying information under
section 158b and to participate in the adoption
disclosure register maintained under clause
157 (2) (a); and
4. Clause 146 (2) (b) of the said Act is amended by striking
out ''adopting" in the second line and inserting in lieu thereof
"adoptive".
5.
—(1) Subsection 152 (2) of the said Act is amended by
striking out "adopting" wherever it occurs and inserting in
lieu thereof in each instance "adoptive".
(2) Subsection 152 (3) of the said Act is amended by striking
out "adopting" in the second Une and in the third line and
inserting in lieu thereof in each instance "adoptive".
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6. Section 154 of the said Act is amended by adding thereto
the following subsection:
Definition (2) In this section, "birth parent" has the same meaning as
in section 158b.
Parent
to be
informed
on request
7. Sections 155, 156, 157 and 158 of the said Act are
repealed and the following substituted therefor:
155. At the request of a person whose consent to an
adoption was required under clause 131 (2) (a) or a predeces-
sor of that provision and was given or was dispensed with, any
society or the hcensee that placed the child for adoption shall
inform the person whether an order has been made for the
child's adoption.
Definition 156.—(1) In this section,
Court.
'court" includes the District
Papers to
be sealed
up
(2) Subject to subsections (3) and 158c (6), the documents
used upon an application for an adoption order under this
Part or a predecessor of this Part shall be sealed up together
with a certified copy of the original order and filed in the
office of the court by the proper officer of the court, and shall
not be open for inspection except upon an order of the court
or the written direction of the Registrar of Adoption Informa-
tion appointed under subsection 157 (1).
Transmission (3) Within thirty days after an adoption order is made
under this Part, the proper officer of the court shall cause a
sufficient number of certified copies of it to be made, under
the seal of the proper certifying authority, and shall transmit,
(a) the original order to the adoptive parent;
(b) one certified copy to the Registrar of Adoption
Information;
R.S.O. 1980,
c. 524
R.S.C. 1970,
c. 1-6
(c) one certified copy to the Registrar General under
the Vital Statistics Act, or, if the adopted child was
born outside Ontario, two certified copies;
(d) if the adopted child is an Indian, one certified copy
to the Registrar under the Indian Act (Canada).
REGISTRAR OF ADOPTION INFORMATION
Registrar 157,—(1) xhe Minister may appoint an employee of the
inf^iSioT Ministry as Registrar of Adoption Information for the pur-
poses of this section and sections 158 to 158j.
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(2) The Registrar shall, Duties of
^ ^
= '
Registrar
(a) maintain a register for the purposes of section 158c;
(b) ensure that counselling is provided to persons who
receive identifying information from the Registrar;
(c) ensure that counselling is made available to persons
who receive non-identifying information from the
Registrar, who are or may wish to be named in the
register, or who are concerned that they may be
affected by the disclosure of identifying informa-
tion;
(d) have searches conducted in accordance with subsec-
tion 158e (3).
(3) The Registrar may, in writing, authorize other employ- Dekgation
ees of the Ministry to exercise any or all of the Registrar's ^we^if a^'^^
powers and perform any or all of the Registrar's duties. duties
(4) The counselling referred to in this section and in sec- Counselling
tions 158b (disclosure of non-identifying information), 158c
(adoption disclosure register) and 158f (persons adopted out-
side Ontario) shall be provided by persons who are, in the
opinion of the Registrar or a local director, quaUfied to do so.
158. Sections 158a to 158i apply whether the adoption AppUcation
of sections
order was made before or after section 7 of the Adoption Dis- isga to i58j
closure Statute Law Amendment Act, 1987 comes into force. 1987, c. 4
CONFIDENTnALITY OF ADOPTION RECORDS
158a.—(1) Despite any other Act, after an adoption order Adoption
is made, no person shall inspect, remove, alter or permit the co^ential
inspection, removal or alteration of information that relates to
the adoption and is kept,
(a) by the Ministry;
(b) by a society or licensee; or
(c) in the adoption disclosure register maintained under
clause 157 (2) (a),
or disclose or permit the disclosure of such information that
the person obtained from the records of the Ministry, includ-
ing the register, or from the records of a society or Ucensee.
(2) Subsection (1) does not apply to, Exceptions
12 Chap. 4 ADOPTION DISCLOSURE 1987
(a) the disclosure of information by a person who
obtained it before the adoption order was made, if
the information was obtained in accordance with
this Act and the regulations or with the consent of
the person to whom the information relates;
(b) the disclosure of non-identifying information in
accordance with section 158b or 158f (persons
adopted outside Ontario);
(c) the disclosure of identifying information in accord-
ance with section 158c (adoption disclosure register)
or 158f;
(d) the disclosure of identifying or non-identifying
information in accordance with section 158d (disclo-
sure to protect health, safety or welfare);
(e) the disclosure of information in accordance with an
order of the Board under subsection 158h (10);
(f) the routine maintenance and updating of records by
the Ministry or a society or licensee;
(g) the release by the Registrar of Adoption Informa-
tion of a copy of an adoption order to,
(i) the adoptive parent,
(ii) the adopted person or any other person if, in
the Registrar's opinion, it is desirable that he
or she receive a copy of the adoption order,
or
(iii) a governmental authority that requires the
copy to issue a birth certificate, passport or
visa;
(h) the inspection, by a person named in subsection (3),
of information kept by the Ministry or a society or
licensee, or the disclosure of such information to
such a person;
(i) the disclosure of information to a person who is
engaged in research, in accordance with subsection
(4).
^nS ^^^ Clause (2) (h) applies in respect of:
to share
information 1, The Minister.
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2. The Registrar of Adoption Information.
3. A Director, or an employee of the Ministry who has
a Director's written authority.
4. A local director, or an employee of a society who
has the local director's written authority.
5. A licensee who is an individual, a director of a
licensee that is a corporation, or an employee of a
hcensee who has the licensee's written authority.
6. A child protection or child placement agency that is
recognized in another jurisdiction.
(4) A person who is engaged in research may, with the writ- Research
ten approval of the Registrar of Adoption Information or, in
the case of information kept by a society, with the local direc-
tor's written approval, inspect and use information that relates
to adoptions, but shall not,
(a) use or communicate the information for any pur-
pose except research, academic pursuits or the com-
pilation of statistical data; or
(b) communicate any identifying information.
(5) The Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy ^on-
Act, 1987 does not apply to information that relates to an Jf
*^^°°
adoption. 1987, c. 25
(6) Subsection (5) does not come into force until a day to Com^g
be named by proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor. of su^"^5)
DISCLOSURE OF NON-IDENTIFYING INFORMATION
158b.—(1) In this section and in sections 158c to 158j, Definition
"Registrar" means the Registrar of Adoption Information
appointed under subsection 157 (1).
(2) In this section and in sections 157, 158a and 158c to ^^^^
158j,
"identifying information" means information whose disclo-
sure, alone or in combination with other information, will
in the circumstances reveal the identity of the person to
whom it relates;
"non-identifying information" means information that is not
identifying information.
14
Idem
Who may
request
information
Disclosure
of
information
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(3) In this section and in sections 158c, 158d and 158e,
"adopted person" means a person who was adopted in
Ontario;
"birth grandparent" means any parent of a birth parent;
"birth parent" means an adopted person's biological mother
or father, and includes a person whose consent to another
person's adoption was required under clause 131 (2) (a) or
a predecessor of that provision and was given or was dis-
pensed with;
"birth sibling" means a child of the same birth parent as an
adopted person, and includes the birth parent's adopted
child and a person whom the birth parent has demonstrated
a settled intention to treat as a child of his or her family;
"register" means the register maintained under clause
157 (2) (a).
(4) Each of the following persons may make a request to
the Registrar for non-identifying information that relates to an
adoption:
1. The adopted person, if he or she has attained the
age of eighteen years or has the written consent of
an adoptive parent.
2. An adoptive parent.
3. A birth parent or birth grandparent.
4. A birth sibling who has attained the age of eighteen
years.
5. A person who is a member of a prescribed class, if
the person has the written consent of the adopted
person and the adopted person would be entitled to
make the request or, if not, the written consent of
an adoptive parent.
6. Any other person if, in the Registrar's opinion, it is
desirable that the person be able to request non-
identifying information as if he or she were a birth
parent.
(5) When a person makes a request under subsection (4),
the Registrar shall do one of the following:
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1. Disclose to the person all the relevant non-identify-
ing information in the Ministry's possession that
relates to the adoption.
2. Forward that information to a society or licensee for
disclosure to the person in accordance with subsec-
tion (7).
3. If the person lives outside Ontario, disclose that
information to a child protection or child placement
agency that is recognized in the jurisdiction where
the person lives, or to an individual in that jurisdic-
tion who, in the Registrar's opinion, is qualified to
provide counselling.
4. Refer the person's request to a society or licensee
that has the relevant information.
(6) When the Registrar discloses information under subsec- Counselling
tion (5), he or she shaU also ensure that counselling is made
available to the person receiving the information.
(7) When the Registrar forwards information to a society or information
licensee under subsection (5), the society or licensee shall dis- SSity^^
*°
close it to the person who requested it and shall also make licensee
counselling available to him or her.
(8) Subsections (4), (5), (6) and (7) also apply with neces- Societies
sary modifications to societies and hcensees.
and licensees
(9) A person who receives information under subsection (5) Further
or (7) may disclose it to any person.
disclosure
ADOPTION DISCLOSURE REGISTER
158c.—(1) After an adoption order is made in Ontario, Disclosure of
identifying information that relates to the adoption may be iSSon
disclosed in accordance with this section or section 158d (dis-
closure to protect heahh, safety or welfare).
(2) Each of the following persons may apply to a society or who may
to the Registrar to be named in the register: ^^°i^
register
1. An adopted person who has attained the age of
eighteen years.
2. The birth parent or birth grandparent of an adopted
person.
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Society
to forward
application
Entry in
register, etc.
Further
consents
Registrar
to compile
relevant
material
3. The birth sibling of an adopted person, if the birth
sibling has attained the age of eighteen years.
4. Any other person if, in the Registrar's opinion, it is
desirable that the person be named in the register as
if he or she were a birth parent.
(3) A society that receives an application shall promptly
send it to the Registrar.
(4) On receiving an application, the Registrar shall enter
the applicant's name in the register and then make a search to
determine whether the adopted person and his or her birth
parent, birth grandparent or birth sibling or a person
described in paragraph 4 of subsection (2) are both named in
the register.
(5) If the Registrar determines that an adopted person and
his or her birth parent, birth grandparent or birth sibUng or a
person described in paragraph 4 of subsection (2) are both
named in the register, the Registrar shall, after ensuring that
each of them receives counselling, give both persons an
opportunity to consent in writing to the disclosure of informa-
tion in accordance with subsections (8) and (9).
(6) If both persons give the further consent referred to in
subsection (5), the Registrar shall compile the material
described in paragraphs 1, 2 and 3:
R.S.O. 1980,
c. 524
Idem
Disclosure
by Registrar
1. All relevant identifying information from the rec-
ords of the Ministry and of societies and licensees.
2. If the adopted person requests it, copies of the doc-
uments referred to in subsection 156 (2) (court file).
3. If the adopted person requests it, an extract of
information from his or her original birth registra-
tion kept by the Registrar General under the
Vital Statistics Act.
(7) The compiled material shall include only information
that pertains to the adopted person or the other person named
in the register and shall not include a copy of the adopted per-
son's original birth registration.
(8) The Registrar shall ensure that the compiled material is
promptly disclosed to the adopted person and also to the
other person named in the register, separately and in accord-
ance with one or more of the methods described in sub-
section (9).
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(9) The Registrar may. Idem
(a) make the compiled material available to the
adopted person or the other person named in the
register, or to both, first ensuring that each person
to whom the material is made available receives
counselling;
(b) forward the compiled material to a society that he
or she considers appropriate to undertake disclosure
to the adopted person or the other person named in
the register, or to both;
(c) if the adopted person or the other person named in
the register Uves outside Ontario, forward the com-
piled material to a child protection or child place-
ment agency that is recognized in the jurisdiction
where the person lives, or to an individual in that
jurisdiction, but only if the Registrar is satisfied that
the person will receive appropriate counselling.
(10) If a person whose further consent to disclosure would
be required is named in the register but has died, cannot be
found despite a discreet and reasonable search that has con-
tinued for at least six months, or appears to lack capacity as
defined in clause 4 (1) (a), the Registrar may disclose iirfor-
mation to the other person named in the register in accord-
ance with subsection (9) without the first-named person's fur-
ther consent.
Exception:
further
consent
(11) A society that receives compiled material under clause
(9) (b) shall promptly make it available to the adopted person
or the other person named in the register, or both, as the case
may be, first ensuring that each person to whom the material
is made available receives counselling.
Ehity of
society
(12) If the society's records contain identifying information Additional
that pertains to the adopted person or the other person named °™" °°
in the register and that is not included in the compiled mate-
rial, the society shall disclose the information in the same
manner as the compiled material.
(13) A society shall provide counseUing to persons who i^?y «*
receive identifying information from the society, and shall *°*^^
make counselling available to persons who are named or may
wish to be named in the register or who are concerned that
they may be affected by the disclosure of identifying informa-
tion.
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Further
disclosure
(14) A person who is named in the register and receives
information under subsection (9), (10), (11) or (12) may dis-
close it to any person.
DISCLOSURE TO PROTECT HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE
Disclosure
to protect
health,
safety or
welfare
158d.—(1) The Registrar may disclose identifying or non-
identifying information that relates to an adoption to any per-
son if, in the Registrar's opinion, the health, safety or welfare
of that person or of any other person requires the disclosure.
Application
of subs.(l)
(2) Subsection (1) applies whether the adoption order was
made in Ontario or elsewhere.
Further
disclosure
Idem
(3) A person who receives information under this section in
the course of his or her professional or official duties may dis-
close it further only for the purpose of protecting a person's
health, safety or welfare.
(4) A person who receives information under this section
otherwise than as described in subsection (3) may disclose it
to any person.
SEARCHES
Request for 158e.—(1) An adopted person who has attained the age
Registrar^ of eighteen years may ask the Registrar to search on his or
her behalf for a specific person in one of the following catego-
ries:
1. A person whose consent to the adoption was
required under clause 131 (2) (a) or a predecessor
of that provision and was given or was dispensed
with.
2. A person who has acknowledged that he is the
adopted person's biological father.
3. A parent of a person described in paragraph 1 or 2.
4. A birth sibling of the adopted person who has also
attained the age of eighteen years.
Idem, (2) A person who is a member of a prescribed class may ask
oTprescribed the Registrar to search on his or her behalf for a specific
class adopted person who has attained the age of eighteen years.
Duty of
Registrar
(3) The Registrar shall have a discreet and reasonable
search made for the person mentioned in the request, and
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shall seek to ascertain whether that person wishes to be
named in the register.
(4) If the Registrar discovers that the person mentioned in ^^p^°° ^
the request has died or appears to lack capacity as defined in
clause 4 (1) (a), or if the person cannot be found despite a dis-
creet and reasonable search that has continued for at least six
months, the Registrar may disclose information to the person
who made the request, in accordance with section 158c, as if
both persons were named in the register.
PERSONS ADOPTED OUTSIDE ONTARIO
158f. (1) In this section, Definitions
"adopted person" means a person who was adopted outside
Ontario;
"birth parent" means an adopted person's biological mother
or father, or a person whose consent to another person's
adoption was given or dispensed with;
"birth grandparent" means any parent of a birth parent;
"birth sibling" means a child of the same birth parent as an
adopted person, and includes the birth parent's adopted
child and a person whom the birth parent has demonstrated
a settled intention to treat as a child of his or her family;
"out of province adoption" means an adoption where the
adoption order was made outside Ontario.
(2) Each of the following persons may make a request to who may
the Registrar for non-identifying information that relates to an
^^^^
non-
out of province adoption: identifying
information
1. The adopted person, if he or she has attained the
age of eighteen years or has the written consent of
an adoptive parent.
2. An adoptive parent.
3. A birth parent or birth grandparent.
4. A birth sibling who has attained the age of eighteen
years.
5. Any other person if, in the opinion of the Registrar
or local director, it is desirable that the person
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receive non-identifying information as if he or she
were a birth parent.
Disclosure p) When a person makes a request under subsection (2),
information the Registrar shall disclose to the person all the relevant non-
identifying information in the Ministry's possession that
relates to the adoption.
Counselling (4) When the Registrar discloses information under subsec-
tion (3), he or she shall also ensure that counselling is made
available to the person receiving the information, to the
extent that it is feasible to do so.
Societies
and
licensees
(5) Subsections (2), (3) and (4) also apply with necessary
modifications to societies and licensees.
Disclosure
of identifying
information
to agency
outside
Ontario
(6) If identifying information that relates to an out of prov-
ince adoption is kept by the Ministry or by a society, the Reg-
istrar may provide the information to a child protection or
child placement agency that is recognized in another jurisdic-
tion, for disclosure in accordance with the laws of that juris-
diction.
Further
disclosure
(7) A person who receives information under this section
may disclose it to any person.
REFUSAL OF INFORMATION
Refusal to 158g.—(1) The disclosure of non-identifying information
identifying" that a pcrson would otherwise be entitled to receive under
information scctiou 158b or 158f may be refused,
(a) by the Registrar if, in his or her opinion, the disclo-
sure might result in serious physical or emotional
harm to any person;
(b) by a society if, in the local director's opinion, the
disclosure might result in serious physical or emo-
tional harm to any person;
(c) by a licensee if, in the Registrar's opinion, the dis-
closure might result in serious physical or emotional
harm to any person.
Refusal
to disclose
identifying
information
(2) The disclosure of identifying information that a person
would otherwise be entitled to receive under section 158c may
be refused by the Registrar or by a society if, in the Regis-
trar's opinion, the disclosure might result in serious physical
or emotional harm to any person.
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(3) When the disclosure of information is refused under this Notice of
section, the Registrar or local director, as the case may be, ^
shall promptly give the person seeking the information notice
of the refusal, the reason for it and the person's right to a
review under section 158h.
REVffiW
158h.—(1) A person who is refused information in S^Y*!^*JJ'
accordance with section 158g may, within twenty days of Family
receiving notice of the decision, request that the Board review Services
the matter. ^^^
(2) The Board shall conduct a review with respect to the '^"'y ^^
request, following the prescribed procedures.
(3) Unless the parties to a review agree otherwise, the Hearings
Board shall hold a hearing.
(4) The parties to a review are,
(a) the person who requested the review;
Parties
(b) the person who gave notice of the decision to with-
hold the information.
(5) At any stage in a review, the Board shall add the Regis- ^^P^%^j
trar as a party on his or her request.
(6) The Board may examine the information without dis- information
closing it to the person who requested the review. dSio^ in
course of
review
(7) The Board may receive any evidence and submissions ^'•f™-
without disclosing them to the person who requested the ^d^°**
review, and when the Board holds a hearing it may hear any submissions
part of the evidence and submissions in that person's absence.
(8) When the Board acts under subsection (6) or (7), the Lawyer or
lawyer or agent of the person who requested the review is
nevertheless entitled to examine the information and to be
present, to cross-examine witnesses and to make submissions,
or to examine the evidence and submissions and respond to
them, as the case may be, on condition that the lawyer or
agent undertakes not to reveal the information, evidence and
submissions to his or her client.
agent not
to be
excluded
(9) The Board shall complete its review and make a deci- Time for
sion within ninety days of receiving notice of the request,
unless the parties consent to a longer period.
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Board's
decision
(10) After conducting a review, the Board may make an
order requiring the Registrar, society or licensee, as the case
may be, to disclose all or part of the information to the per-
son, or may make an order confirming the refusal.
Conditions (11) The Board may include conditions in its order.
(12) Whether the Board holds a hearing or not, it shall giveWritten
decision •- j • • • •^-
-^u
with reasons its decisiou in Writing, With reasous
INFORMATION IN COURT FILE
Application 1581.—(1) This scction applies to court proceedings that
relate to decisions made by the Board under section 158h or
by the Registrar, local directors or licensees under sections
158a, 158b, 158c, 158d, 158e, 158f and 158g.
Examination (2) Unlcss the court orders otherwise, only the court may
Siformattoli"^ examine identifying information that is in the court file and
in court file comcs from the records of the Ministry or of a society or
licensee.
Disclosure of (3) No person shall, without the court's permission, disclose
ormaion
{(jgntifyiug information described in subsection (2) that he or
she obtained from the court file.
FEES AND EXPENSES
Fees and
expenses
158j. The Registrar, societies and licensees may charge
the prescribed fees for services provided under clause
158a (2) (g) and sections 158b, 158c, 158e and 158f, and may
charge up to the prescribed amounts for expenses incurred in
providing services under sections 158b, 158c, 158e and 158f.
8. Clause 159 (f) of the said Act is amended by striking out
^'adopting" in the second line and inserting in lieu thereof
"adoptive".
9. Clause 163 (2) (d) of the said Act is repealed and the fol-
lowing substituted therefor:
(d) in the adoption disclosure register maintained under
clause 157 (2) (a) of Part VII.
10.—(1) The title preceding section 190 of the said Act is
repealed and the following substituted therefor:
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CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICES REVIEW BOARD
(2) Subsection 190 (1) of the said Act is repealed and the fol-
lowing substituted therefor:
(1) The Board known as the "Children's Services Review c^^ and
Family
Board" is continued under the name "Child and Family Ser- servi<»s
vices Review Board". Review
Board
(la) The Board is composed of the prescribed number of wem
members appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council
and has the powers and duties given to it by this Act and the
regulations.
11.—(1) Clause 203 (e) of the said Act is repealed and the
following substituted therefor:
(e) further defining "identifying information" and
"non-identifying information" for the purposes of
sections 157 to 158j;
(ea) prescribing classes of persons for the purposes of
paragraph 5 of subsection 158b (4) (persons who
may request non-identifying information);
(eb) prescribing classes of persons for the purposes of
subsection 158e (2) (search by Registrar);
(ec) prescribing additional powers, duties and proce-
dures for the Board under section 158h;
(ed) prescribing fees and amounts for the purposes of
section 158j.
(2) Section 203 of the said Act is amended by adding thereto
the following subsection:
(2) Regulations made under clause (1) (ed) may prescribe ^^^^
different fees and amounts for the Registrar, for societies and
for Ucensees.
12. Clause 1 (c) of the Day Nurseries Act^ being chapter 111
of the Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1980, as re-enacted by the
Statutes of Ontario, 1984, chapter 55, section 215, is repealed
and the following substituted therefor:
(c) "Board" means the Child and Family Services
Review Board continued under Part IX (Licensing)
of the Child and Family Services Act, 1984. 1984. c. 55
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Extract of
information
to be
provided to
Registrar
of Adoption
Information
1984, c. 55
13.—(1) The Vital Statistics Act, being chapter 524 of the
Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1980, is amended by adding
thereto the following section:
24a. Although an adopted person's original birth registra-
tion has been sealed pursuant to subsection 24 (2), the Regis-
trar General shall, at the request of the Registrar of Adoption
Information appointed under the Child and Family Services
Act, 1984, provide the Registrar with the prescribed informa-
tion from the original birth registration,
(2) Section 55 of the said Act, as amended by the Statutes of
Ontario, 1986, chapter 9, section 17, is further amended by
adding thereto the following clause:
(v) prescribing information for the purposes of section
24a (extract of information to be provided to Regis-
trar of Adoption Information).
Commence-
ment
Short title
14. This Act comes into force on a day to be named by
proclamation of the Lieutenant Governor.
15. The short title of this Act is the Adoption Disclosure
Statute Law Amendment Act, 1987.
